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OCC WETLANDS PROGRAM

Ma g g i e  W o o d s  & Ha t t i e  La r g e n t
W e t l a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t s

Au g u s t  2 0 2 6



OUR TEAM!
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Dan Dvorett
Sarah Gilmer

Hattie Largent
Maggie Woods
Brooks Tramell

(Left to Right)



WHAT IS A WETLAND?

WETLAND BENEFITS

• Shal low water
• Hydric (wet)  soi ls
• Water adapted 

plants
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• Water qual i ty  improvement
• Flood reduction
• Aquifer recharge
• Wildl ife habitat
• Recreational  opportunit ies

WHERE LAND AND WATER MEET



LOSS OF WETLANDS
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Cu r r e nt l y ,  o n l y  a bo ut  
⅓ o f  t h e  w e t l a nd s  
tha t  we r e  p r e se nt  i n  
the  l a te  1700s  s t i l l  
e x i s t .  L o ss  o f  
we t l a nd s  i s  the  r e su l t  
o f  a l te r e d  hy d r o lo gy  
f r o m h uma n 
i n te r v e nt i o n  a nd  
i nv a s i ve  spe c i e s  
c o l o n i za t i o n .  

Dahl TE (1990) Wetlands-losses in the United States, 1780's to 1980's. Washington, 
D.C., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Report to Congress.
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Nuisance “wet spots”



Re s t o rat ion :  r e tu r n  we t l a nd  to  o r i g i na l  c o nd i t i o n  

C re a t i o n :  c r e a te  a  we t l a nd  whe r e  o ne  d i d  no t  e x i s t  
h i s to r i c a l l y

E nh a nce me nt :  i mpr o v e  we t l a nd  f unc t i o ns  be y o nd  
e x i s t i ng  c o nd i t i o ns

wetlands.ok.gov

What can we do?
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Design
Ph a se

St a t e  a n d  P r i v a t e  Fu n d s

2026 ReNEW Projects

43
Applications

5
Projects
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Available Programs

FEDERAL

• Application period and eligibility vary by program

PRIVATESTATE
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PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
AP P LICANT S

ELIGIBLE 
P RACT ICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

T IMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY

St a t e  Fu n d s

Restoring  Natural Ecology 
in Wetlands ( ReNEW)

• S t a t e - w i d e ,  a l l  w e t l a n d  t y p e s  e l i g i b l e
• R e s t o r a t i o n ,  e n h a n c e m e n t ,  o r  c r e a t i o n
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PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
AP P LICANT S

ELIGIBLE 
P RACT ICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

T IMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY

St a t e  Fu n d s

Restoring  Natural Ecology 
in Wetlands ( ReNEW)

A v a i l a b l e  F u n d s
• $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e
• 8 0 %  c o s t - s h a r e  f o r  c o m p l e t e d  p r a c t i c e s

A p p l i c a t i o n  P e r i o d
A u g u s t  1 7 ,  2 0 2 6  –  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6

T i m e l i n e
• S e l e c t e d  a p p l i c a n t s  w o r k  w i t h  W e t l a n d  

t e a m  t o  c r e a t e  r e s t o r a t i o n  p l a n
• P r o j e c t s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  

2 0 2 7



DISTRICT PARTICIPATION FORM
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Please sign at next board meeting. 
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PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
AP P LICANT S

ELIGIBLE 
P RACT ICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

T IMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY

Fe d e r a l  Fu n d s

NFWF: America’s Ecosystem 
Restoration Initiative (AERI)

• De pr e ss i o na l  we t l a nd  r e s to r a t io n  
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PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
AP P LICANT S

ELIGIBLE 
P RACT ICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

T IMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY

Fe d e r a l  Fu n d s
NFWF: America’s Ecosystem 
Restoration Initiative (AERI)

Av a i l ab le  F und s
• $1mi l l i o n  f o r  O k l a ho ma we t l a nd  

r e s to r a t io n
• 90% c o st - sha r e  f o r  c o mpl e te d  p r a c t i c e s

App l i c a t i o n  Pe r i o d
8/ 17/ 26  –  unt i l  f und i ng  i s  e xpe nd e d

T i me l i ne
• G r a nt  e nd s  6/ 30/ 2029
• Pr o j e c ts  r e q u i r e  e nv i r o nme nta l  

c o mpl i a nc e
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Private Funds

Playa Restoration
C i m a r r o n ,  T e x a s ,  B e a v e r ,  a n d  H a r p e r  C o u n t i e s

• P l a y a  r e s t o r a t i o n  c o s t - s h a r e
• I r r i g a t e d  t o  d r y l a n d  i n c e n t i v e  p a y m e n t s

A p p l i c a t i o n  P e r i o d
8 / 1 7 / 2 6  –  u n t i l  f u n d i n g  i s  e x p e n d e d

PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
APPLICANTS

ELIGIBLE 
PRACTICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

TIMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY
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Private Funds

NE Oklahoma
PROGRAM

ELIGIBLE 
APPLICANTS

ELIGIBLE 
PRACTICES

AVAILABLE 
FUNDS

TIMELINE

FUND 
DELIVERY

• Re sto r a t i o n  o f  a l l  we t l a nd  ty pe s

App l i c a t i o n  Pe r i o d
8/ 17/ 26  –  unt i l  f und i ng  i s  e xpe nd e d
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Wetlands Assistance Application
• O n e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  w e t l a n d  

c o s t - s h a r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s !

• A v a i l a b l e  a s  a  M i c r o s o f t  F o r m  
o r  p r i n t a b l e  P D F

• 2 0  q u e s t i o n s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 0  m i n u t e s

• L i n k ,  Q R  c o d e ,  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  
o u r  w e b s i t e

Open 
Now
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Wetlands Assistance Application
Please emai l  pr inted appl icat ions to  

w e t l a n d s @ c o n s e r v a t i o n . o k . g o v
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Program I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  P r o c e s s

Application period open now

Application review (eligibility and ranking)

Project selection

Design and agreements

Construction

Reimbursement through district
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• Wetland restoration can benefit operations and 
financial assistance is available!

• Please direct all interested landowners to our 
Wetlands Assistance Application.

• Please add the district participation form to 
your September agenda and advertise the 
ReNEW Program.

Summary & Action Items



CONSERVE.
P ROT ECT .  
REST ORE.  

h t t p s : / / w e t l a n d s . o k . g o v /

T HANK YOU!

Please reach out  i f  you have  any  
quest ions!

Maggie  Woods  Hatt ie  Largent
405-431-0958  572-206-6206

Wetlands Website

https://wetlands.ok.gov/
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