
Yard by Yard!
It’s Not That HARD!

Making Yard by Yard Happen for YOUR 
Conservation DistrictCommunity Resiliency Program



Sponsors:
• Oklahoma Association of Conservation 

Districts
• Friends of Blue Thumb
• Oklahoma County and Tulsa County CDs
• Oklahoma Conservation Commission –
Blue Thumb and Soil Health Team



Conservation for Urban and Suburban Dwellers





Your board of directors needs to approve participation. 
                    We will come to a board meeting!



Amanda (OACD)
Jack (OCC/NRCS)

Marcus (OCC/Oklahoma County CD)
Cheryl (OCC/BT)

amandafitzgerald@okconservation.org
jack.titchener@conservation.ok.gov
marcus.long@conservation.ok.gov

cheryl.cheadle@conservation.ok.gov

mailto:amandafitzgerald@okconservation.org
mailto:jack.Titchener@conservation.ok.gov
mailto:marcus.long@conservation.ok.gov
mailto:cheryl.cheadle@conservation.ok.gov




We have to get the word out!









Height:  1 - 2 Feet
Conditions: Sandy often disturbed soils, annual species
Bloom Period: May – August 

Height: < 20 Inches 
Conditions: Moist to dry soils, full/part sun species
Bloom Period: September – November 



Height: 2 - 4 Feet
Conditions: Well drained soils, sun/part shade species
Bloom Period: April - September

Height:  1- 3 Feet
Conditions: Moist to dry soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: June - October



Height:  1 - 3 Feet
Conditions: Loam to clay soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: June - August

Height:  1.5 – 2  Feet
Conditions: Well drained sandy soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: May – September 

Fun Fact: Oklahoma
Has 26 species of native milkweeds!



Height:  3 -6  Feet
Conditions: Dry to moist soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: Aug-September 

Height:  2 – 3 Feet
Conditions: Dry sandy soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: August - October



Indian Grass ( sorghastrum
                     nutans) 

Height:  3-8 Feet
Conditions: Deep moist soils, full sun species
Bloom Period: August-October

Height:  10 -20 Inches
Conditions: Well drained low organic soil, full sunspecies
Bloom Period: July - October



Button Bush (Cephalanthus  
                              occidentalis)

Height:  15-30 Feet
Conditions: Moist soils, understory species
Bloom Period: March-May

Height:  6-8 ft tall, 12-15 ft wide
Conditions: Moist soils, shorelines and swamps
Bloom Period: June-September



Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)

Post Oak (Quercus stellata)

Easy to identify
Food for wildlife

Hard, decay resistant wood 





Yard by Yard is not a free 
pass to stop mowing!



How best can Yard by Yard fit in?

Mowed border

Taller plants 
grouped together



The Yard by Yard sign helps educate the public.













Once established, native plants 
will get by with the amount of 
rainfall we typically receive.

Rain barrels are another great 
water conservation tool!



Grow healthy food & 
introduce children to
planting, harvesting,
and preparing great
dishes!



Special events
Exhibits
Notecards
Press releases
Social media



Thank You
Jack Titchener Urban Soil Conservationist 

Marcus Long Urban Soil Conservationist

Cheryl Cheadle OCC/ Blue Thumb 
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