Public Comment Policy Worksheet
Items to consider:
· Identification of speaker





· Time limits






· Pertinence of comments





· Prohibition of poor behavior



· Other important items




Sample Guidelines for Public Comments During Conservation District Meetings
The chair has discretion in enforcing these guidelines for the orderly and civil conduct of Conservation District board meetings. The guidelines below apply to public comments unless noted otherwise.
1. Public comment period is provided at the discretion of the district board of directors and, if allowed, will be noted on the regular meeting agenda.
2. Those wishing to make public comment must indicate intent to do so on the meeting sign-in sheet as well as provide their first and last names. Individuals should provide their title and organization, if applicable. Citizens may not sign in on behalf of others.
3. Each individual speaker is allowed three minutes and must identify themselves before providing their public comment. Groups of citizens are not authorized to offer public comment as a whole – each citizen may speak during their individual three minutes.
4. An individual may not give or “donate” their speaking time to another person.
5. All remarks must be limited to items on the current agenda and should be addressed to the chair.
6. No presentations or visual aids will be allowed during the public comment period. If handouts are provided for the board members, a minimum of six (6) copies must be provided.
7. Citizens shall model courtesy and respect; including limiting demonstrations that may inhibit free speech.
8. Speakers shall refrain from comment or behavior that involves:
a. Disorderly speech or action; name-calling or personal attacks; obscene or indecent remarks; derogatory comments of a personal nature; threats or intimidation;
b. Advertising or promoting the sale of products, services, or private enterprise;
c. Promoting any contest or lottery;
d. Promoting candidates for public office or upcoming ballot measures
