This is one of 2,107* examples of how local, state and federal government agencies have utilized the Natural
Resources Conservation Service Watershed Program to address natural resource needs and improve the quality
of life for thousands of Oklahomans.

Sallisaw Creek Watershed
Dam No. 18M
Adair County, Oklahoma
Sallisaw Creek Watershed Dam No. 18M is located five
and one-half miles southwest of Stilwell, Oklahoma. The
dam, one of 2,107 flood control dams in the state,
provides multiple benefits for the citizens of Adair
County and surrounding areas.
The dam was constructed in 1965 by the City of Stilwell
and the Adair County Conservation District with the
assistance of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission
and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Program.
The 68-foot high dam has created a 188 surface acre
lake that provides flood protection and a water supply
for the City of Stilwell and rural water districts. The city
paid for adding an additional 3,000 acre feet of water
storage during construction for use for municipal water.
In 2009 the dam was rehabilitated to bring it up to
current dam safety criteria and to extend its life for
another 100 years. Rehabilitation of the dam will result
in $20.7 million in benefits over its extended 100-year
life from flood and sediment reduction and water supply
benefits and will reduce the potential for loss of life.
The dam is one of 34 constructed flood control dams in
the Sallisaw Creek Watershed and together they
provide an estimated $2.6 million in average annual
benefits from reduced flooding; water supplies; reduced
damages to roads and bridges; and reduced
sedimentation of streams and rivers.
Before the dams were constructed flooding was a major
problem in the watershed. Between 1938 and 1957
there were 26 major floods (those where floodwaters
covered more than 50 percent of the floodplain) and 144
smaller floods. These floods destroyed crops, caused
soil erosion and damaged roads and bridges.

Sallisaw Creek Watershed Dam No. 18M provides
flood control and municipal water to Adair County
citizens.

"While the dam provides important flood control, the
watershed lake provides much of the water for the
City of Stilwell,” said Mike Doublehead, Chief
Operating Officer and General Manager for Stilwell
Utilities and the Stilwell Area Development
Authority. “We also supply rural water districts,
which in turn provide many of our rural schools with
water from this lake. This project insures our water
supply will be stable well into the future."

The Sallisaw Creek Watershed Project is one
of 129 projects in Oklahoma that have been
planned and implemented by local people with
assistance from the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Oklahoma
Conservation Commission.
*2,107 NRCS-assisted flood control dams have
been constructed in 61 Oklahoma Counties that
provide over $81 million in average annual
benefits.
For additional information about watershed
projects in the state visit the Oklahoma
Conservation Commission website at:
http://conservation.ok.gov or visit your local
conservation district and NRCS office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
This publication is issued by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, in cooperation with the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service, as authorized by Mike Thralls, executive director. Copies
have not been printed but are available through the agency website, http://conservation.ok.gov.
October 2011

