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 AGENDA 
 OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 Agriculture Building Board Room • 2800 N. Lincoln • Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 Monday, November 6, 2017 - 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
1. Call to Order. 
 
2. Roll call. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. Discussion and possible approval of the October 9, 2017 regular meeting minutes. 
 
5. Discussion and possible approval of Claims, Financial Statement and Purchase Card 

Summary (Exhibit #1). 
 
6. Recognition of Commission employees: 

a. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director as 
OCC Employee of the Quarter 
 

7. Presentation of Commission Agreements (Exhibit #2): 
Discussion and possible ratification of the following amended agreement: 
a. Natural Resources Conservation Service 68-7335-15-19 (OCC-14-SC33-19) to provide 
engineering services and technical assistance from NRCS for the construction management 
activities of the floodwater prevention dam known as Sallisaw Creek Watershed Site 33 
located near the town of Sallisaw in Sequoyah County.  The amendment extends the 
agreement to November 1, 2018. 
 

8. Discussion of attendance at the National Association of Conservation Districts Annual 
Meeting, January 27-31, 2018, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

9. Out of State Travel Requests (Exhibit #3):  
      Discussion and possible approval of the following request: 

a.  National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs 2018 Winter Business 
Meeting, February 4-7, 2018, San Antonio, Texas. 

 
10. Discussion and possible approval of Recommendations for Appointment of Conservation 

District Director (Exhibit #4). 
 
11. Discussion and possible approval of Conservation Commission regular scheduled meetings 

for Calendar Year 2018 (Exhibit #5). 
 
12. Discussion and possible approval to co-sponsor the Oklahoma Association of Conservation 

Districts’ Annual State Meeting, February 25-27, 2018, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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13. Discussion and possible approval of an Administrative Order and Report of the Conservation 
Commission regarding the approval of the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan 
submitted by and between the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board and the 
Kingfisher County Conservation District Board (Exhibit #6). 
 

14. Discussion and possible approval of an Administrative Order and Report of the Conservation 
Commission regarding the approval of the New District Consolidation Plan submitted by 
and between the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board and the Blaine County 
Conservation District Board (Exhibit #7).  
 

15. Public Comments. 
 
16. New Business. 
 
17. Break (at option of the Chair) 
 
18. Partnership Reports: 

a. Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
b. USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
c. Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 

 
19. Status Reports: 

a. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Members 
b. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Staff 

1. Trey Lam, Executive Director 
2. Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Director 
3. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director 
4. Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Program Director 
5. Tammy Sawatzky, Conservation Programs Director 
6. Lisa Knauf Owen, Assistant Director 

 
18. Next Meeting: Monday, December 4, 2017, Agriculture Building Board Room, 2800 N. 

Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma at 9:30 a.m. 
 
19. Adjournment. 
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BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISION 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 
 
APPLICANTS: CIMARRON VALLEY   ) 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT AND KINGFISHER ) 
COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT   ) 
        ) 
RELIEF REQUESTED: ORDER AUTHORIZING )           CASE NO. OCC-01-2017 
TRANSFER OF LANDS, CONSERVATION  ) 
POWERS, AND DUTIES      ) 
        ) 
AUTHORITY: 27A O.S. §§ 3-1-101 et seq.   ) 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
AND REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
 

Findings of Fact 
 
1.  The Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board of Directors and the Kingfisher County 
Conservation District Board of Directors both approved the Transfer of Conservation District 
Lands Plan (Attachment A - Plan) (Attachments B & C -Board minutes of the approvals).  Under 
the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan, the Cimarron Valley Conservation District has 
agreed to transfer all lands that are currently within its jurisdiction located within the boundaries 
of Kingfisher County to the Kingfisher County Conservation District. The Kingfisher County 
Conservation District has agreed to accept all the above described lands from the Cimarron 
Valley Conservation District located within Kingfisher County, including all the responsibilities, 
operations, powers and duties that come with the acceptance of these lands.  These lands and 
responsibilities and duties shall transfer over to the Kingfisher County Conservation District 
pursuant to the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan and this Administrative Order. 
 
2.  The lands to be transferred from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District to the Kingfisher 
County Conservation District are shown in two of the three maps, MAPS A & B, attached to the 
Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan: 
 
MAP A “Lands in Cimarron Valley CD that shall be transferred to the Kingfisher County 

Conservation District.” This map shows the current boundaries of the Cimarron 
Valley Conservation District. Furthermore the map highlights the lands located in 
Kingfisher County that are being transferred to the Kingfisher County 
Conservation District in an orange/red color while the lands remaining in the 
Cimarron Valley Conservation District are in a grey/brown. 

 
MAP B “Lands making up the Kingfisher County CD once the Cimarron Valley CD lands 

located in Kingfisher County are transferred to the Kingfisher County CD.”  This 
map shows the new boundary of the Kingfisher County Conservation District 
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once the lands are transferred from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District on 
the last day of December 2017. The new lands being acquired by the Kingfisher 
County Conservation District are highlighted in orange/red and are located in the 
Northwestern part of Kingfisher County. 

 
After the transfer is complete the remaining jurisdiction of the Cimarron Valley Conservation 
District shall be those lands contained in Blaine County as shown in MAP C attached to the 
Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan. 
 
MAP C “Lands Remaining in the Cimarron Valley CD.” These remaining lands are 
highlighted in grey/brown and shall be addressed in a separate consolidation action and 
administrative order. 
 
3.  The legal descriptions of lands being transferred from Cimarron Valley Conservation District 
to the Kingfisher County Conservation District in Kingfisher County, Oklahoma are as follows: 
 
Township 17 North, Range 9 West: 
From a point of beginning, the SW corner of Section 6, thence East to a point at the SE corner of 
Section 5; thence North to the point where the Cimarron River intersects at the Section line; 
thence Northwesterly following the meanders of the Cimarron River to the County line and 
thence South along the County line to the point of beginning. 
 
Township 19 North, Range 9 West: 
SW4 Section 13; 
N2 Section 21, West of Cimarron River; 
E2 & NW4 Section 24; and 
E2 & SW4 Section 25. 
 
Township 18 North, Range 9 West: 
NW4 & N2 of SW4 Section 12; 
N2 & SW4 Section 13; 
E2 & SW4 Section 14; 
S2 Section 21; 
E2 & SW4 Section 22; 
W2 & SE4 Section 23; 
NW4 Section 24; 
SE4 Section 28; 
NW4 Section 27; 
S2 & NW4 Section 26; 
N2 of SW4 Section 25; 
E2 Section 33; 
N2 Section 34; 
NE4 & SW4 Section 35; and 
N2 of SW4 Section 36. 
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Township 18 North, Range 8 West: 
E2 of SW4 &NW4 Section 18 
 
Township 19 North, Range 8 West: 
SE4 of NW4 Section 6; and 
SW4 Section 5. 
 
4.  Upon the approval and transfer of the properties detailed in this Administrative Order the 
Cimarron Valley Conservation District assigns to the Kingfisher County Conservation District 
all of its easements, rights and interests in all these lands and the Kingfisher County 
Conservation District accepts the assignment of all these easements, rights and interests. 
 
5.  Janet Stewart from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission appeared on behalf of the two 
districts on November 6, 2017, to present the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan and 
request approval from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission for the transfer of lands from the 
Cimarron Valley Conservation District that lies within the Kingfisher County boundary lines to 
the Kingfisher County Conservation District. Therefore, establishing that the Kingfisher County 
Conservation District shall starting December 31, 2017 to operate and exist on the new boundary 
lines as shown in MAP B of the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan. The remaining 
lands of the Cimarron Valley Conservation District located outside of Kingfisher County, 
Oklahoma shall be addressed in a separate consolidation action and administrative order. 
 
Conclusion of Law 
 
6.  Title 27A of the Oklahoma Statutes, Sections 3-1-101 and following provide for the overall 
powers and duties of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission and the local conservation 
districts.  Section 3-2-106 (A) (18) (a) grants power to the Commission, by Administrative 
Order, to transfer lands from one district established under the provisions of the Conservation 
District Act to another district. The statute requires that the boards of each requesting district 
approve the reorganization proposal by a majority vote of the members of each of the boards 
involved. Furthermore, the boards of both districts must submit in writing a consolidation or 
transfer plan to the Commission for its approval of the proposed reorganization. 
 
7.  In a regularly scheduled board meeting held on November 6, 2017, the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission examined and considered the minutes, facts, and issues regarding the 
Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan between these two districts.  Upon review of the 
documents represented and the questioning of Commission staff involved in assisting in the 
transfer effort, the Commission finds that the statutory requirements have been met regarding the 
request for reorganization, and that the transfer of real property, operations, powers, and duties of 
these two districts as set out in the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan will further the 
interests of conservation of renewable natural resources in Oklahoma. 
 
8.  Accordingly, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission approves the Transfer of Conservation 
District Lands Plan to transfer land, as set out in the Conservation Commission minutes of 
November 6, 2017, and as approved by the Kingfisher County Conservation District and the 
Cimarron Valley Conservation District.  Effective on the close of business on December 30, 
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2017, the Cimarron Valley Conservation District shall transfer all of its lands, interests in lands, 
operations, powers, and duties, lying within Kingfisher County to the Kingfisher County 
Conservation District. The Kingfisher County Conservation District shall assume its new 
operations, powers, and duties, including district cooperator agreements and conservation plans, 
if any, for all the lands and interest in lands being transferred to it by the Cimarron Valley 
Conservation District as of the start of business on December 31, 2017.  Furthermore the 
Kingfisher County Conservation District shall thereafter operate and exist on their new boundary 
lines as shown in MAP B. 
 
9.  The Oklahoma Conservation Commission finds, approves, and recognizes that all real 
property, interests in property, operations, powers, and duties, including existing district 
cooperator agreements and conservation plans, if any, on the above-described lands that transfer 
from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District shall become the responsibility of the Kingfisher 
County Conservation District as of December 31, 2017. 
 
DONE AND PERFORMED THIS 6th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2017, REGARDING THE 
NEW DISTRICT BOUNDARY OF THE KINGFISHER COUNTY CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT AND THE REVISED NEW BOUNDARY OF THE CIMARRON VALLEY 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT EFFECTIVE ON THE 31ST DAY OF DECEMBER, 2017, BY 
ORDER OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA. 
 
OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Karl Jett, Area I Member     Deanna LeGrand, Area IV Member 

Chairman of the Commission 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Phil Campbell, Area II Member   Bill Clark, Area V Member 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Scotty Herriman, Area III Member   Trey Lam, Executive Director 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________   (Conservation Commission Seal) 
Lisa Knauf Owen 
Assistant Director 
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State of Oklahoma 
County of Oklahoma 
 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on this 6th day of November, 2017, by Deanna 
LeGrand, Karl Jett, Phil Campbell, Scotty Herriman, and Bill Clark as Commissioners of the 
Oklahoma Conservation Commission and by Trey Lam as Executive Director of same. 
 
 
(Notary Seal) 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
Attachments: 
 

A. Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan and MAPS A, B, & C 
B. Minutes from the Kingfisher County Conservation District 
C. Minutes from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District 
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BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

 
 
APPLICANTS: CIMARRON VALLEY AND BLAINE ) 
COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICTS   ) 
        ) 
RELIEF REQUESTED: ORDER AUTHORIZING  ) CASE NO. OCC-02-2017 
CONSOLIDATION OF LANDS, CONSERVATION ) 
POWERS AND DUTIES     ) 
        ) 
AUTHORITY: 27A O.S. §§ 3-1-101 et seq.   ) 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
AND REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
 

Findings of Fact 
 
1.  The Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board of Directors and the Blaine County 
Conservation District Board of Directors both moved to approve the New District Consolidation 
Plan (Exhibit A - Plan) (Exhibits B & C -Board minutes of the approvals).  Under the New District 
Consolidation Plan the Cimarron Valley Conservation District and the Blaine County Conservation 
District have agreed to consolidate their districts into one district to be called the Blaine County 
Conservation District.  All lands, property, assets, and personnel that are currently within Cimarron 
Valley and Blaine County Conservation Districts will be assigned and become the property, real 
property, and liquid assets of the new Blaine County Conservation District.  These lands, assets, 
resources, responsibilities and duties shall transfer over to the newly formed Blaine County 
Conservation District pursuant to the terms in the New District Consolidation Plan and this 
Administrative Order. 
 
2.  The lands to be transferred and consolidated from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District to 
the new Blaine County Conservation District are shown on the maps (Attachments A-C) as part of 
the New District Consolidation Plan (Exhibit A) which is attached as an exhibit to this 
Administrative Order.  
 
Attachment A of Exhibit A “Lands Remaining in the Cimarron Valley CD” 
This map shows the boundary of the Cimarron Valley Conservation District as of December 31, 
2017.  These lands are all within the boundary of Blaine County, Oklahoma. 
 
Attachment B of Exhibit A “Blaine County Conservation District” 
This map shows the boundary of the Blaine County Conservation District as of December 31, 2017.  
These lands are all within the boundary of Blaine County, Oklahoma. 
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Attachment C of Exhibit A “Map showing the new boundary of the Blaine County CD once 
we consolidate it with the Cimarron Valley CD” 
This map shows the new boundary of the new Blaine County Conservation District as of January 1, 
2018.  These consolidated lands are all within the boundary of Blaine County, Oklahoma. 
 
3. Upon the approval and transfer of the properties detailed in the New District Consolidation Plan 
and this Administrative Order the Cimarron Valley Conservation District assigns to the new Blaine 
County Conservation District all of its rights and interests in all its lands and the new Blaine County 
Conservation District accepts the assignment of all these rights and interests. 
 
4.  Upon the approval and transfer of the properties detailed in the New District Consolidation Plan 
and this Administrative Order the Blaine County Conservation District assigns to the new Blaine 
County Conservation District all of its rights and interests in all its lands and the new Blaine County 
Conservation District accepts the assignment of all these rights and interests. 
 
5.  Janet Stewart from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission appeared on behalf of the two 
districts on November 6, 2017, to present the New District Consolidation Plan and request approval 
from the Oklahoma Conservation Commission for the consolidation of lands of the Cimarron 
Valley Conservation District with offices that were once located in Okeene, Oklahoma and the 
Blaine County Conservation District with offices located in Watonga, Oklahoma.  The 
consolidation will result in one conservation district, the new Blaine County Conservation District, 
being located and with jurisdiction to operate and exist within the Blaine County boundary lines 
(see Exhibit A, Attachment C).  
 
6.  In addition, Mrs. Owen explained the New District Consolidation Plan including information on 
the closing of the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Office; as well as the District Board 
composition of the new Blaine County Conservation District. 
  
Conclusion of Law 
 
7.  Title 27A of the Oklahoma Statutes, Sections 3-1-101 and following, provide for the overall 
powers and duties of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission and the local conservation districts.  
Section 3-2-106 (A) (18) (a) grants power to the Commission, by Administrative Order, to transfer 
lands from one district established under the provisions of the Conservation District Act to another 
district. The statute requires that the boards of each requesting district approve the consolidation 
plan by a majority vote of the members of each of the boards involved. Furthermore, the boards of 
both districts must submit in writing a consolidation plan to the Commission for its approval of the 
proposed reorganization. 
 
8.  In a regularly scheduled board meeting held on November 6, 2017, the Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission examined and considered the minutes, facts, and issues regarding the New District 
Consolidation Plan of these two districts into a new conservation district.  Upon review of the 
documents represented and the questioning of Commission staff involved in assisting in the 
consolidation effort, the Commission finds that the statutory requirements have been met regarding 
the request for consolidation, and that the transfer of real property, operations, powers, and duties of 
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these two districts as set out in the New District Consolidation Plan will further the interests of 
conservation of renewable natural resources in Oklahoma. 
 
9.  Accordingly, the Oklahoma Conservation Commission approves the New District Consolidation 
Plan to transfer and consolidate land, as set out in the Conservation Commission minutes of 
November 6, 2017, and as approved by the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board of 
Directors and the Blaine County Conservation District Board of Directors.  The effective date of the 
final closing of the Cimarron Valley Conservation District is the close of business on December 31, 
2017 and the new start date of the new Blaine County Conservation District is the start of business 
on January 1, 2018. The Cimarron Valley Conservation District and the Blaine County 
Conservation District shall transfer all of its lands, interests in lands, operations, powers, and duties, 
lying within Blaine County to the new Blaine County Conservation District and the Cimarron 
Valley Conservation District shall finalize all paper work and the integration of its liquid assets per 
the Consolidation Plan. The new Blaine County Conservation District shall assume its new 
operations, powers, and duties, including district cooperator agreements and conservation plans, for 
all the lands and interest in lands being transferred and consolidated to it by the Cimarron Valley 
Conservation District as of the start of business on January 1, 2018, the Final Starting Date of the 
new district. 
 
10.  The Oklahoma Conservation Commission finds, approves, and recognizes that all real property, 
interests in property, operations, powers, and duties, and conservation plans on the above-described 
lands that transfer and consolidate from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District and Blaine 
County Conservation District shall become the responsibility of the new Blaine County 
Conservation District as of January 1, 2017. 
 
DONE AND PERFORMED THIS 6th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2017, AND TO BE EFFECTIVE 
FOR FINAL CLOSURE AS OF THE 31ST DAY OF DECEMBER, 2017, AND THE NEW 
DISTRICT EFFECTIVE ON THE 1ST DAY OF JANUARY, 2017, BY ORDER OF THE 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA. 
 
OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Karl Jett, Area I Member     Deanna LeGrand, Area IV Member 

Chairman of the Commission 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Phil Campbell, Area II Member   Bill Clark, Area V Member 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Scotty Herriman, Area III Member   Trey Lam, Executive Director 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________   (Conservation Commission Seal) 
Lisa Knauf Owen 
Assistant Director 
 
 
State of Oklahoma 
County of Oklahoma 
 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on this 6th day of May, 2016, by Deanna LeGrand, 
Karl Jett, Phil Campbell, Scotty Herriman, and Bill Clark as Commissioners of the Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission and by Trey Lam as Executive Director of same. 
 
 
(Notary Seal) 
       _________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
 
 
Exhibits: 
 
A New District Consolidation Plan and Maps 
B Minutes from the Cimarron Valley Conservation District 
C Minutes from the Blaine County Conservation District 
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OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
ADMINISTRATION STAFF - SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 
 
Executive Director/Assistant Director 
 
· Moderated a session at the OKA Sustainability Conference in Ada 

· Attended the Coal County Conservation District Board Meeting 

· Conducted interviews for the Commission Public Information Officer position 

· Participated in conference call with OTAC 

· Attended the Pittsburg County Bankers Award Banquet 

· Participated in Department of Ag Board Member tour at Lake Humphreys in Stephens County 

· Participated in the state meeting planning session with OACD 

· Attended meeting to begin process of rehabilitation of Cottonwood Site 54 in Logan County 

· Attended the Governor’s Water Conference 

· Participated in State Technical Committee Meeting with NRCS 

· Attended the Noble County Conservation District Board Meeting 

· Assisted Pontotoc and Hughes County Conservation District with board meeting preparations, 
cost-share and office administration 

· Worked with Department of Agriculture to distribute hog gates to conservation districts 

· Continue to work with Dept of Agriculture Financial Management and Human Resources staff 
to begin transferring information and data for November 1st transition 

· Worked with ODAFF Financial Management and Human Resources staff to reconcile 
OSEGIB and OPERS payments for September and October 

· Assisted Beaver County with new hire paperwork for technician position 

· Worked with Cimarron Valley CD and Janet Stewart to close out district office 

· Prepared session for area meetings 

· Compiled New District Director Notebooks 

· Updated the Commission’s Agreements database  

· Updated District Director’s database  

· Prepared the minutes from the previous regular scheduled meeting for review and approval  

· Finalized November Commission meeting packet: Prepared tentative meeting agenda; Out of 
State Travel exhibit; Agreements exhibit, Recommendations for Appointment exhibit, 
Administration Division Monthly Summary  

· Compiled the tentative meeting packet for hard-copy and email distribution to Commission 
members and principal staff  

· Sent email Meeting Notice 
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General Counsel  
October 2017 Report 

 
 Responded to issues and questions for or on behalf of the following conservation 

districts: Blaine County CD, Cimarron Valley CD, Cotton County CD, East Canadian 

County CD, Garvin County CD, Haskell County CD, Kingfisher County CD, LeFlore County 

CD, Logan County CD, Love County CD, Pontotoc County CD, Sequoyah County CD, South 

Caddo CD, and Woodward County CD 

 Timesheet and reports 

 Attended October Commission meeting 

 Conservancy District clarification responses – 2 

 Open Record Request – 1 (on Cottonwood Creek Site 17) 

 Responded to call from a landowner on watershed easements and water usage 

 Prepared code of conduct and policy & procedures documents for a conservation 

district 

 Responded to questions by conservation districts regarding the following topics: sale of 

shop building; easement violations and enforcement; development around watersheds; 

fencing requirements; steps to take regarding violation of easement by a waterline and 

partnership issues 

 Discussion with Attorney General’s Office regarding their pursuit of a lawsuit against 

Benham Engineering for monetary compensation due to settlement of the Beacher 

Construction AML lawsuit. 

 Followed up with Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB) regarding the pre-

scheduling order on Sallisaw Creek Watershed Site #33; the pre-hearing has been set 

for November 14 in OKC 

 Attended meeting with NRCS on district policy issues on October 3 

 Attended Oklahoma Merit Protection Commission Training Conference in Oklahoma 

City on October 5 

 Drafted violation of easement notification letter on Upper Clear Boggy Watershed Site 

#22 for Pontotoc County CD 
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 Worked with the Cimarron Valley CD and the Blaine County CD on the New District 

Consolidation Plan, office closing logistics, board minutes, and preparation and sharing 

of the Administrative Order 

 Prepared Cimarron Valley CD October agenda and traveled to Okeene, Oklahoma to 

post agenda on October 10 and contacted Board members to ensure they knew about 

the meeting and to share board packet information 

 Attended and assisted with the Cimarron Valley CD Board meeting in Okeene on 

October 12; board approved the New District Consolidation Plan and the Transfer of 

Conservation District Lands Plan 

 Working with the Cimarron Valley CD and the Kingfisher County CD on a Transfer of 

Conservation District Lands Plan, board minutes, and preparation and sharing of the 

Administrative Order 

 Attended the South Caddo Conservation District Board meeting in Anadarko, Oklahoma 

on October 11 

 Conducted deed searches for AML; reviewed changes to temporary road easement and 

communicated with oil and gas company; search of road right-of-way assignments, 

preparation of rights of entries (ROE’s), research landownership, start on draft of MOU, 

and attended the AML staff meeting in Oklahoma City on October 17 

 Discussions with East Canadian County CD Board chairman and the NRCS regarding the 

proposed development around Cottonwood Creek Watershed Structure #17 (high 

hazard structure); fencing requests, developer requests, and scheduling of a visit to the 

site in early November 

 Follow up on the progress of the road survey on Upper Clear Boggy Site #34 to close out 

Agreement with landowner; receipt of attorney bill; verification of ownership 

 Assisted Logan County CD on the drafting of landowner letters regarding the 

rehabilitation of Cottonwood Creek Watershed Site #54; assist in the development of 

meeting agenda for Site 54 meeting with local officials set for October 26 in Guthrie, 

Oklahoma 

 Contacted landowner on flood control structure in Wagoner County to request 

proposed plan for placement of an electric line near the structure; sent information to 

the owner, which is a golf course 



OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
WATER QUALITY DIVISION  

OCTOBER MONTHLY SUMMARY 
Shanon Phillips, Director 

November 6, 2017 
 

 
Conservation District Meetings 
Staff attended Delaware, North Fork of the Red River, Tulsa, Conservation District Board meetings. 
 
 
Neosho River Basin Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
 
Staff conducted the following activities:  

• 2 state agreements for riparian area exclusion 
• 5 active federal contracts 
• 7 cooperators are actively participating  
• Federal funds obligated to date:   $391,835 
• State funds obligated to date:  $58,160.50 

 
Activities: 

• OCC Full Staff Meeting, Tulsa, 9/20 
• Grazinglands Training, Claremore, 10/3-10/4 
• Delaware County board meeting, Jay, 10/9 
• Cropland Training, Claremore, 10/11-10/12 

 
Upcoming Events: 

• NRCS Team 6 Meeting, Tahlequah, 10/31 
• Craig County board meeting, Vinita, 11/1 
• OACD Area III Meeting, Bartlesville, 11/7 
• Ottawa County board meeting, Miami, 11/8 
• Delaware County board meeting, Jay, 11/13 
• Craig County board meeting, Vinita, 12/6 
• Delaware County board meeting, Jay, 12/11 
• Ottawa County board meeting, Miami, 12/13 
• Cherokee County Christmas lunch, Tahlequah, 12/13 

 
 
Elk City Lake Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
 

• Working on new applications  
• Completing one contract on fencing 
• Appointment with producer on plan for work 
• Assessing possible work on erosion project for producer  

 
 
Blue Thumb October Report 
Blue Thumb Water Quality Education Program 
 Water Quality Division, Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Report for Rob Barossi, Candice Miller, Kim Shaw, Jean Lemmon 



OCC Water Quality Division 
October 2017 Monthly Summary 
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Compiled activity summary for September:  1855+ total people reached 
 
Ongoing activities:   

• Contacts with volunteers 
• Evaluating program before hiring replacement for Jeri Fleming 

 
October activities (scheduled public events) 

• QA/Bug Picking 
• Submitted Groundwater Screening Report to EPA 
• 10/2-6:  National Project WET Conference, Michigan 
• 10/6:  Spring Creek Class Visit, Locust Grove 
• 10/7:  OKC Water and Landscape Festival 
• 10/9:  Oklahoma County Natural Resource Day 
• 10/10-11:  Oklahoma Institute Sustainability Conference 
• 10/11:  Oklahoma County Natural Resource Day 
• 10/12:  H2Oklahoma, Great Plains State Park 
• 10/13:  Project WET, Tishomingo 
• 10/14:  EarthRebirth, Norman 
• 10/16:  Baron Fork Fish Collection, Tahlequah 
• 10/18:  Oklahoma County Natural Resource Day 
• 10/25:  Education Day, Tulsa 
• 10/26:  Education Day, Broken Arrow 
• 10/27:  Pontotoc Tech Class Creek Walk, Ada 
• 10/27-29:  Project WET/WILD/Learning Tree Tri-State Conference, Quapaw 
• 10/28:  BooHaHa, Tulsa 

 
November events 

• 11/2:  Area IV Meeting, Chickasha 
• 11/2:  Garvin County Natural Resource Day 
• 11/3-4:  Blue Thumb Training, Broken Arrow 
• 11/5:  Project WET, Broken Arrow/Tulsa 
• 11/7:  Area III Meeting, Bartlesville 
• 11/9:  Area V Meeting, Wilburton 
• 11/14:  Area II Meeting, Wayne 
• 11/16:  Area I Meeting, Cherokee 
• 11/16:  Creek Walk, Howe 
• 11/17:  Project WET Workshop, Howe 
• 11/17:  Friends of Blue Thumb Meeting 
• 11/18:  Crow Creek Meadow Work Day, Tulsa 
• 11/18:  KOB Awards, Norman 
• 11/20:  Fish Talk, OCU 
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October 2017 Monthly Summary 
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Management Staff 
 

• Participated in the following meetings: 
1. Commission meeting (10/09) 
2. Two informal water quality standards meetings (10/10 & 10/25) 
3. EPA ATTAINS training workshop (10/11-10/13) 
4. National NPS work group conference call (10/12) 
5. Project site visit for pervious parking project (10/17) 
6. WOTUS listening session webinar for Ag (10/17) 
7. NWQI Pilot project coordination meeting with NRCS (10/18) 
8. EPA sponsored tribal training event (10/18) 
9. Keep Oklahoma Beautiful board meeting (10/19) 
10. Eufaula wetland CWSRF project (10/23) 
11. 319 program end of year review with EPA and OSEE (10/24) 
12. Webinar demo on watershed modeling tool – APEX (10/30) 
13. Coordination meeting with NRCS on WQ activities (10/30) 
14. Governor’s Water Conference (10/31-11/01) 
15. Participated in fish collection (10/26) 
16. Continued work on the NWQI Pilot project (throughout) 

• Responded to numerous internal and external info requests throughout the month 
 

Carbon/Soil Health Education Program  

• Began compiling numbers for 2017 NPS Annual Report 
• Updated outreach and education tracking files 
• Completed map of 2017 SH training locations  
• Began Drafting Soil Health 2017 Final Report 
• Assisted with Cover Crop Plant ID with Deer Creek CD and Regional Food Bank 
• Led FFA chapter in Native Plant ID for Range Judging practice 
• Attended and participated at Oka’ Institute Conference in Ada 
• Held Soil Health planning meeting with partners for upcoming OACD meetings 
• Soil health presentation for Scott Stoodley’s class @ OSU 
• Presented Rainfall Simulator at Oklahoma Compost Conference 
• Presented Rainfall Simulator at City of OKC Water Conservation Day 
• Presented Table Top Rainfall Simulator and Soil Health at H2OK  
• Presented Stream Trailer at Earth Rebirth Blue Thumb workshop in Norman 
• Prepared materials for Governors Water Conference 
• Assisted w/ EE checkouts to BT staff, Washita CCD, and ODWC 

 
Monitoring 

 
• Continued routine water quality monitoring for Rotating Basin Project – 1.4 (RBP 1.4) 

(Neosho/Grand and Upper Canadian Basins) cycle 
• Continued routine water quality monitoring  for the Rotating Basin Project – 2.4 (RBP 

2.4)(Upper Arkansas, Upper North Canadian, and Cimarron River Basins) cycle 
•        Continued monthly water quality sampling at 5 stream sites in the Neosho River Basin 

Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Project area and one site on West Elk 
Creek in the Elk City Lake RCPP Project area 



OCC Water Quality Division 
October 2017 Monthly Summary 

 Page 4 of 5 
 

• Continued monthly water quality sampling at 3 stream sites in the Little Beaver Creek 
watershed in support of the Little Beaver NRCS National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) 

•        Continued support for the monitoring of Holi-Tuska Creek in support of the New Spiro Lake 
Project in LeFlore County 

•       Continued subsampling macroinvertebrate collections in preparation for identification by the 
contracted taxonomist 

•        Completed fish collections/community surveys on Rotating Basin 2.4 sites 
• Continued fish identification of fish samples collected for the Rotating Basin 2.4 sites 
• Staff attended and provided fish ID samples for the advanced training for OK Fish Response 

Management Team 
 
 
Wetlands 
 
Staff conducted the following activities: 
 

• Conducted 20 wetland determinations 
• Applied the Restorable Wetlands Identification Protocol to 5 watersheds in Oklahoma.  

Identified more than 1,000 potential wetland restoration sites using this screening tool in 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  Produced a report outlining potential restoration 
options for ODOT in areas of high mitigation need. 

• Completed historic wetland mapping in the Little Deep Fork and Tishomingo watersheds.  
Produced a report summarizing wetland loss and gain in those watersheds. 

• Continued efforts with OSU in the development and validation of the Oklahoma Rapid 
Assessment Method (OKRAM) for wetlands.  Commenced project to develop a module of 
OKRAM for riverine wetlands. 

• Participated on the Interagency Review Team with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in review 
of mitigation bank proposals 

 
 
Technical Writing & Records Management  
 
Staff conducted the following activities: 

• Worked on various reports and written outputs in fulfillment of work plan deliverables 
• Fulfilled multiple information requests 
• Entered sampling information 
• 10/10  Water Quality Standards meeting, OWRB 
• 10/24  EPA end of year review 
• 10/25  Water Quality Standards meeting, OWRB 
 

Upcoming Events: 
• Area Meetings 

o 11/7 Area III, Bartlesville 
o 11/15 Area II, Wayne 

 
 

Environmental Projects Coordinator 
 

• Updated Locally Led Cost Share Report 
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• Processed invoices and Requests for Acquisitions 
• Processed contracts 
• Attended Compost Conference 
• Attended Oklahoma Recycling Association Conference 

 
Submitted to EPA Region 6: 

• Submitted Groundwater Screening Report to EPA 

Received from EPA Region 6: 
• Stillwater Creek Watershed Based Plan approval 
• Groundwater Screening Report approval 

 
 
Environmental Programs 
 
OWRB Green Infrastructure Funding 
 

• Eufaula Wetland designer has been selected and contract has been signed 
• Pre-construction meeting held on October 17 with contractor for McMurtry Parking Lot.  

Construction expected to begin within 3 weeks 
• GRDA design contractor has been selected; waiting on OMES for final contract.  Meeting held 

with contractor to discuss designs and plan project schedule. 
• Developing an MOU with Team up to Clean Up for project oversight on Eufaula Wetland 

Project 
 
 
Implementation 
                                  

• Working with Ed Fite/GRDA to enroll ~150 acres in conservation easements in the Illinois River 
watershed. GRDA has approved an agreement with us to provide them $500,000 to purchase 
the conservation easements. GRDA has approved three easements.  First invoice received for 
initial enrollments. 

• Olsson & Assoc. completed field work for Tyner Creek watershed assessment. 
 
 
 
 



OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION 

MONTHLY SUMMARY
Mike Sharp, State Geographic Information Coordinator & Director

October, 2017

OGI & TS Activity

• Worked on various hardware and software support issues for OCC non-OMES computer
systems.

• Followed up on and provided assistance regarding OMES helpdesk tickets submitted by
OCC and District staff.

• Routine server, software and anti-virus and anti-spam maintenance on OGI computer
systems.

• Worked with various conservation districts on IT issues.

 Geographic Information System (GIS) Activity 

• Provided GIS services to AML, WQ, CP and Administration.
• Provided maps for the Watershed Dam Assessment Project.

Office of Geographic Information/State Geographic Information Council

• Worked on OKMaps servers, software and data. 
• Worked on compiling parcel data for statewide parcel data layer.
• Provided support to OKMaps users.
• Met with State 911 Technical Subcommittee to discuss mapping needs.
• Conducted a regular meeting of the State Geographic Information Council on October 6 in

the Higher Regents Board Room.
• Prepared minutes and agenda for the November 3rd State Geographic Information Council

meeting.
• Participated in the OKIMT Harvey Deployment After Action meeting in Moore on October

3rd.
• Prepared legislative district maps (House & Senate) for the Governor’s office.
• Participated in the GIS Data Sharing Workgroup meeting on October 12.
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OKLAHOMA	CONSERVATION	COMMISSION	
CONSERVATION	PROGRAMS	DIVISION	

Tammy	Sawatzky,	Director	
November	6,	2017	

	
Administration	
• Reconciled	O&M	and	rehab	financial	records.	
• Continued	work	on	watershed	dam	hazard	class	review	project.	
• Attended	DEQ’s	Construction	General	Permit	training	workshop.	
• Claims	processed:	

	 #	of	
Claims	

Amount	

CPD	Administration	 6	 $									772.47	
District	O&M	 9	 78,541.34	
EWP	 1	 346,564.96	
District	Rehab	 1	 3,994.50	
	 TOTAL	 $429,873.27	

	
Operation	&	Maintenance		
 Technical,	administrative,	and	legal/easement	assistance	to	13	Conservation	Districts:	

Garvin	 Pontotoc	County	 Latimer	County	
Custer	County	 Washita	County	 Grady	County	
North	Fork	of	Red	River	 Deer	Creek	 Kiowa	County	
Sequoyah	County	 Coal	County	 McClain	County	
Lincoln	County	 Kay	County	 Arbuckle	

 Provided	training	to	the	Pontotoc	County	CD	watershed	aide.	
 Delivered	hog	gates	to	15	Conservation	Districts:	

McClain	County	 Cleveland	County	 Craig	County	
Rogers	County	 Wagoner	County	 Kingfisher	County	
East	Canadian	County	 Oklahoma	County	 West	Caddo	
North	Caddo	 Central	North	Canadian	County	 Blaine	County	
North	Fork	of	Red	River	 Harmon	County	 Greer	County	

 Approved	O&M	Funding	Requests:	
District	 Project	 Amount	

Garvin	 Chigley	Sandy	3‐replace	outlet	pipe	 $2,000.00	
Muskogee	County	 Cane	27‐debris	removal	 400.00	
Upper	Washita	 Multiple	Sites‐	equipment	repair	 5,989.68	
Wagoner	County	 Kadashan	Bottoms	1‐spraying	 436.65	
	 TOTAL	 $8,826.33	

	
Watershed	Rehabilitation	
 Administrative,	technical	and	land	rights	assistance	to	

Sequoyah	County	–	Sallisaw	33		 Logan	County	–	Cottonwood	54	
Murray	County	–	Rock	15	and	16	 Dewey	County	–	Barnitz	5	and	11	
City	of	Perry	–	Upper	Black	Bear	62	 	

 NRCS	rehabilitation	agreement	management	
 Participated	in	the	Cottonwood	Creek	Site	54	rehabilitation	informational	meeting	for	Logan	

County	officials.	
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Cost‐Share	Program		
 Reviewed	Program	Year	18	monthly	reports	received	from	conservation	districts.	
 Assistance:		Provided	Cost‐Share	Program	assistance	to	13	Conservation	Districts:	

Garfield	County	 Dewey	County	 Nowata	County	
Cherokee	County	 Wagoner	County	 Tulsa	County	
Jackson	County	 Ottawa	County	 Grant	County	
Woodward	County	 Pushmataha	 Konawa	
McIntosh	County	 	 	
	

	
#	of	
Claim
s	

#	of	Districts	 Claim	
Amount	

	 	

PY	18	 	 	
20	 13	 $51,864.46	 	 	

Brush	Management	 235.5	acres	 	 	
Pond	 15,377.3	cy	 	 	
Well	 6	 	 	
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	1. Call to Order.
	2. Roll call.
	3. Pledge of Allegiance.
	4. Discussion and possible approval of the October 9, 2017 regular meeting minutes.
	5. Discussion and possible approval of Claims, Financial Statement and Purchase Card Summary (Exhibit #1).
	6. Recognition of Commission employees:
	a. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director as OCC Employee of the Quarter

	7. Presentation of Commission Agreements (Exhibit #2):
	8. Discussion of attendance at the National Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting, January 27-31, 2018, Nashville, Tennessee.
	a.  National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs 2018 Winter Business Meeting, February 4-7, 2018, San Antonio, Texas.
	10. Discussion and possible approval of Recommendations for Appointment of Conservation District Director (Exhibit #4).
	11. Discussion and possible approval of Conservation Commission regular scheduled meetings for Calendar Year 2018 (Exhibit #5).
	12. Discussion and possible approval to co-sponsor the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts’ Annual State Meeting, February 25-27, 2018, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
	13. Discussion and possible approval of an Administrative Order and Report of the Conservation Commission regarding the approval of the Transfer of Conservation District Lands Plan submitted by and between the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Boa...
	14. Discussion and possible approval of an Administrative Order and Report of the Conservation Commission regarding the approval of the New District Consolidation Plan submitted by and between the Cimarron Valley Conservation District Board and the Bl...
	15. Public Comments.
	16. New Business.
	17. Break (at option of the Chair)
	18. Partnership Reports:
	a. Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry
	b. USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service
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	19. Status Reports:
	a. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Members
	b. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Staff
	1. Trey Lam, Executive Director
	2. Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Director
	3. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director
	4. Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Program Director
	5. Tammy Sawatzky, Conservation Programs Director
	6. Lisa Knauf Owen, Assistant Director


	18. Next Meeting: Monday, December 4, 2017, Agriculture Building Board Room, 2800 N. Lincoln Boulevard, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma at 9:30 a.m.
	19. Adjournment.
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