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 AGENDA 
 OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives Board Room • 2325 E I-44 Service Road • 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
 Monday, November 5, 2018 - 7:30 a.m. 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Roll call 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
4. Discussion and possible approval of the October 8, 2018 regular meeting minutes. 
 
5. Discussion and possible approval of Claims, Financial Statement and Purchase Card 

Summary (Exhibit #1). 
 

6. Presentation of Commission Agreements (Exhibit #2): 
Discussion and possible ratification of the following new agreement (previously approved by Chair 
Clark): 
a.  Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts (OCC 568) to provide a mechanism to 
reimburse a Conservation District in each area for their payment to a specified landowner for 
maintaining a “Healthy Soils” demonstration farm as part of the Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program. 
 
Discussion and possible approval of the following new agreements: 
b. Craig County Conservation District (OCC 569) to assist the conservation district selected 
by OACD to provide cost-share assistance to an individual landowner (Mike Brady) for soil 
health. 
 
c. Dewey County Conservation District (OCC 570) to assist the conservation district selected 
by OACD to provide cost-share assistance to an individual landowner (Larry Rauh) for soil 
health. 
 
d. Kiowa County Conservation District (OCC 571) to assist the conservation district selected 
by OACD to provide cost-share assistance to an individual landowner (Russ Jackson) for soil 
health. 
 
e. Shawnee Conservation District (OCC 572) to assist the conservation district selected by 
OACD to provide cost-share assistance to an individual landowner (Jesse Snyder) for soil 
health. 

 
7. Staff Out-of-State Travel Requests (Exhibit #3). 

Discussion and possible ratification of the following out of state travel request (previously 
approved by Chair Clark): 
a. National Watershed Coalition – Capitol Hill Training Seminar – Washington, D. C. – 
December 2 – 6, 2018. 
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Discussion and possible approval of the following new out of state travel request: 
b. National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs - 2019 Winter Board of 
Directors Business Meeting – St. George, Utah – February 4 – 8, 2019. 
 
c. National Association of Conservation Districts – 2019 Annual Meeting – San Antonio, 
Texas – February 2 – 6, 2019. 
 
d. No Till on the Plains – 23rd Annual Meeting – Wichita, Kansas – January 29 – 31, 2019. 
 

8. Commissioner Meeting Attendance: 
a. Discussion and possible approval of attendance at the Governor’s Water Conference, 
December 5 – 6, 2018 – Reed Conference Center, Midwest City, Oklahoma. 
 
b. Discussion and possible approval of attendance at the National Association of 
Conservation Districts – 2019 Annual Meeting – San Antonio, Texas – February 2 – 6, 2019 
 

9. Discussion and possible approval Discussion and possible approval of Recommendations for 
Appointment of Conservation District Directors (Exhibit #4). 
 

10. Discussion and possible approval Conservation Commission regular scheduled meetings for 
Calendar Year 2019. (Exhibit #5) 
 

11. Discussion and possible approval to co-sponsor the Oklahoma Association of Conservation 
Districts’ Annual State Meeting, February 24-26, 2019 - Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  
 

12. Public Comments 
 

13. New Business 
 

14. Break (at option of the Chair) 
 

15. Partnership Reports: 
a. Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
b. USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 
c. Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts 

 
16.  Status Reports: 

a. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Members 
b. Oklahoma Conservation Commission Staff 

1. Trey Lam, Executive Director 
2. Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Director 
3. Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Director 
4. Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Program Director 
5. Tammy Sawatzky, Conservation Programs Director 
6. Lisa Knauf Owen, Assistant Director 

 
17.  Next Meeting: Monday, December 3, 2018, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Board 

Room, 2800 N Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma at 9:30 a.m. 
 
18.  Adjournment 
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 M I N U T E S 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

The Oklahoma Conservation Commission met Monday, October 8, 2018, at the 
Agriculture Building Conference Room located at 2800 N. Lincoln in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Chair Bill Clark.  He stated this was a regular 
scheduled meeting held in accordance with the Open Meeting Law, Title 25, Oklahoma Statutes, 
Sections 301 and following as amended.  The agenda for this meeting was posted at 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 4, 2018, at the front entrance of the building.  
 
ROLL CALL 

Erin Vandever, Administrative Programs Officer, took roll call and the following members 
were in attendance: 

 
Bill Clark, Jr., Chair, Area 5 Member 
Karl Jett, Vice Chair, Area 1 Member 
Phil Campbell, Secretary, Area 2 Member 
Scotty Herriman, Area 3 Member 
Deanna LeGrand, Area 4 Member 

 
Members Absent: None 
 
Others in attendance were: 

Trey Lam, Executive Director 
Lisa Knauf Owen, Assistant Director 
Erin Vandever, Administrative Programs Officer 
Clancy Green, Administrative Programs Officer  
Janet Stewart, General Counsel  
Chris Cox, Public Information Officer 
Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Division Director 
Greg Kloxin, Water Quality Division Assistant Director 
Ed Crall, Water Quality Division Cost-Share and Finance Director 
Brooks Trammell, Water Quality Division Environmental Programs Manager 
Nathan Carter, Water Quality Division Monitoring Specialist 
Leonard Moore, Water Quality Division Monitoring Specialist  
Jeanette Lamb, Water Quality Division Environmental Programs Specialist   
Cheryl Cheadle, Water Quality Division Blue Thumb Volunteer Coordinator  
Mike Sharp, Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services Division Director 
Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Division Director 
Tammy Sawatzky, Conservation Programs Division Director 
Betty Thompson, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Deputy Commissioner   
Nancy Tackett, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Comptroller 
Gary O’Neill, Natural Resources Conservation Service State Conservationist 
Jimmy Emmons, Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts President 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mr. Bill Clark led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING 

A motion was made by Mr. Jett and seconded by Ms. LeGrand to approve the minutes of 
the September 10, 2018 Commission meeting as written.  Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, 
Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS/FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Nancy Tackett, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture Comptroller, presented the claims, 
purchase card summary and financial statement as listed in Exhibit #1.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Campbell and seconded by Mr. Herriman to approve the claims and financial statement.  
Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  
Motion carried. 
 
RECOGNITION OF COMMISSION EMPLOYEE 

Shanon Phillips, Water Quality Division Director presented Leonard Moore, Water 
Quality Monitoring Specialist, for 35 years of service.  
 
PRESENTATION OF AGREEMENTS 

Ms. Owen presented three amended agreements listed as items “a-c” in Exhibit 2, for 
ratification that were previously approved by Chair Clark. She recommended ratification of these 
agreements as presented. A motion was made by Mr. Herriman and seconded by Mrs. LeGrand to 
ratify the agreements.  Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  
Nay votes: none.  Motion carried. 

 
Ms. Owen presented two amended/continued agreements listed as items “d and f” in 

Exhibit 2.  She recommended approval of the amended/continued agreements as presented. A 
motion was made by Mrs. LeGrand and seconded by Mr. Jett to approve these agreements.  Those 
voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Ms. Owen presented two new agreements listed at “f and g” in Exhibit 2 for consideration.  

She recommended approval of the new agreements as presented.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Herriman and seconded by Mr. Campbell to approve the new agreements.  Those voting aye 
were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  Motion carried. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT  

Ms. Owen presented the recommendation for appointment of conservation district 
directors as listed in Exhibit #3.  A motion was made by Mrs. LeGrand and seconded by Mr. Jett 
to approve district director appointments as listed.  Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, 
Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  Motion carried. 
 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT JOINT PLANS OF OPERATIONS  

Ms. Owen recommended approval of the Joint Plans of Operations for Bryan, Cimarron 
and Osage counties. She noted that these were the final plans for the fiscal year needing approval. 
A motion was made by Mr. Herriman and seconded by Mr. Jett to approve the plans as listed. 
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Those voting aye were:  Jett, Campbell, Herriman, LeGrand and Clark.  Nay votes:  none.  
Motion carried 
 
APPROVAL OF BUDGET REQUEST 
 Trey Lam, Executive Director began a discussion on the aspects that have been modified 
since the presentation of the Commission’s FY2020 Budget in last month’s commission meeting. 
Those items are itemized in Exhibit #4. Mr. Lam recommends that the final budget be approved as 
presented. A motion was made by Mr. Herriman and seconded by Mr. Campbell to approve the 
FY2020 budget request. Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  
Nay votes: none.  Motion carried.  
  
GOVERNOR’S WATER CONFERENCE 
 Mr. Lam presented information regarding the upcoming Governor’s Water Conference to 
be held December 5 – 6.  In past years the agency has been a sponsor of this conference.  After 
discussion, Mr. Jett made a motion, seconded by Mrs. LeGrand, to sponsor the conference at the 
$1,000.00 level.  Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay 
votes: none.  Motion carried.  
 
OUT OF STATE TRAVEL REQUEST 
 Mr. Lam presented an out of state travel request for possible ratification as listed in Exhibit 
#6.  Secretary of Agriculture and Chair Clark previously approved this request as the opportunity 
arose between Commission meetings.  A motion was made by Mrs. LeGrand and seconded by 
Mr. Campbell to ratify the travel request as presented. Those voting aye were:  Jett, Clark, 
Campbell, Herriman and LeGrand.  Nay votes: none.  Motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No Public Comments.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Land Division Director, advised that there had been an 
AML emergency in Pittsburg County that had been acted upon with a Declaration of Emergency 
by OCC Executive Director, Trey Lam. Mr. Toole recommends that the Declaration of 
Emergency, be ratified. A motion was made for ratification by Mr. Campbell and seconded by Mr. 
Herriman. Those voting aye were:  Jett, Campbell, Herriman, LeGrand and Clark.  Nay votes:  
none.  Motion carried. 

   
CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP REPORTS 

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry: Betty Thompson, Department 
of Agriculture Deputy Commissioner, reported on the following items:   

-Secretary Reese and Governor Fallin will attend a ribbon cutting ceremony for a flour mill 
in Enid.  

- The Department has been advised that the Made in Oklahoma products, particularly the 
clay yogurts and pies, were extremely successful this year. They have made approximately 
One-hundred thousand ($100,000.00) in net sales.  

- The Department will attend a meeting in Lawton, OK on unwanted pesticides on October 
30th.  
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Natural Resources Conservation Service:  Gary O’Neill, State Conservationist, reported 

on the following items: 
- The Cherokee Nation has been approved to form a tribal conservation district. The 

signing ceremony will be towards the end of November.  
- In this new fiscal year there is twenty-five million dollars of EQIP contracts 

($25,000,000.00) and 400,000 acres enrolled in CSP.  
- The agency is aiming to centralize their administration, and a plan of action is already 

being implemented.  
 
Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts: Jimmy Emmons, President, reported on 

the following items: 
 - The Association was well represented at the Southcentral Regional Meeting on October 

4, 2018. There are already plans to host this meeting next year, although the exact dates have not 
been set.  

- OACD hosted another leadership class in Tahlequah, OK. They had twelve participants.  
- OACD signed an eight-hundred fifty thousand dollar ($850,000.00) agreement with 

Nature Conservancy that will be discussed at the upcoming area meetings.                                                                                                   
 
OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Mr. Campbell reported that he attended the OACD Leadership session at Tahlequah. He 
noted that eighty fifth-graders attended a soil and water health day that was held in Oklahoma 
County. 

 
Mr. Jett reported that he attended a sand mining meeting in Faye, OK. The purpose was to 

address horizontal drilling concerns with the DEQ present. He reported that the Bureau of Mines 
setbacks are within two-hundred feet of three homes, causing lots of concern for homeowners.  

 
Mr. Herriman stated that he had nothing to report this month.  
 
Ms. LeGrand reported that she attended an outdoor classroom that all of the Upper Washita 

and North Fork of the Red River board members were at. She reports that more than eighty 
third-graders participated in the activities.  

 
Mr. Clark stated he would like to extend his gratitude in being able to attend the NACD 

Regional Meeting held in San Marcos, TX. He also stated that since his home in Pontotoc County 
received more than twenty-eight inches of rainfall in two weeks, he has been able to see it as a 
good opportunity to discuss flood control with the public.   

 
OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION STAFF 

Executive Director: Mr. Lam stated a written report is in the packet.  Mr. Lam reported on 
the following items: 

- Attend the OACD Leadership class in Tahlequah.  
- Participated in the Leopold Award judging for the 2nd annual award.  
- Participated in the National Association of State Conservation Agencies annual meeting 

in Syracuse, New York.  
- Worked on the FY2020 budget request submission.  
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Water Quality Program: Shanon Phillips, Director stated a written report was in the 

packet.  Ms. Phillips reported on the following items: 
- Jeanette Lamb has resigned her position and will be moving to Colorado Springs, CO at 

the end of October.  
- Judith Wilkins will be retiring at the end of November.  
- New Blue Thumb calendars will be dispersed to the districts at the upcoming Area 

Meetings.  
 
Office of Geographic Information and Technical Services:  Mike Sharp, Director, stated a 

written report is in the packet. He noted that GIS can be helpful in analyzing sand mining problems 
because of the reliability and accuracy of the data. Mr. Sharp stated that LiDAR technology will be 
available across the state of Oklahoma in the next year.  
  

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Program: Robert Toole, Abandoned Mine Lands 
Reclamation Program Director, stated that a written report was in the Commissioner’s packet. Mr. 
Toole summarized the report stating that:  construction was completed on one (1) emergency; 
construction is on-going on one (1) project; two (2) projects have received an Authorization to 
Proceed from the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) and are 
being prepared for contracting; three (3) projects have been postponed for a year due to the 
presence of American Burying Beetle (ABB); vegetation management and maintenance 
monitoring is being performed on four (4) projects; three (3) projects are in the design phase; two 
(2) projects are in planning; two (2) sites are in realty phase; four (4) sites are pending project 
selection.  
  

Conservation Programs: Tammy Sawatzky, Director stated that a written report was in the 
packet.  Ms. Sawatzky reported on the following items: 

- There was approximately five-hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) of cost share 
funds left over from FY18. The Commission elected to only let the districts keep one-hundred 
ninety-five thousand dollars ($195,000.00). The remainder of the FY18 cost share funds will be 
divided up between the top eighteen performing districts to be utilized on their qualified alternates. 
Ms. Sawatzky stated that she hoped this would serve as an incentive for the districts to mobilize 
their allocated funds.  

- Cost Share Program Year 18 is slated to end on August 31. All payments must be in the 
Commission by this date. 

  
Assistant Director: Ms. Owen noted that monthly activities are outlined in the written 

report.  Ms. Owen reported on the following items: 
- Continued to assist Logan, Garfield and Osage County Conservation Districts due to 

employee vacancies. Also assisted the new hires in Texas, Beaver, and Bryan in training.  
- Attend and made a presentation at the National Association of State Conservation 

Agencies annual meeting in Syracuse, New York. 
- Participated in the full staff meeting on the Illinois River in Tahlequah.  

   
NEXT MEETING 

The next regular meeting of the Oklahoma Conservation Commission will be held on 
Monday, November 5, 2018, in the Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives Board Room, 
2325 E. I44 Service Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73111 beginning at 7:30 a.m.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mr. Campbell made a motion, seconded by Mrs. LeGrand, 
to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 a.m.  Those voting aye were:  Jett, Campbell, Herriman, 
LeGrand and Clark.  Nay votes:  none.  Motion carried. 

 
 
  
 

Approved by the Oklahoma Conservation Commission on November 5, 2018. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Chair 









































DISTRICT NAME SUCCEEDS TERM EXPIRES
# OF 

MTGS POS#
Konawa Allan Akerman Orville Bass June 30, 2020 ----- E1
Ottawa County Grant Victor Dennis Beard June 30, 2019 ----- A

Exhibit #4 11/5/2018

RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT DIRECTOR



EXHIBIT #5 11/05/18 
 

PROPOSED DATES/TIMES OF SCHEDULED MEETINGS FOR 

OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
CALENDAR YEAR 2019 

 
 
 

DATE 
 

TIME 
 

LOCATION 
 

Monday, January 7 
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
 2nd Monday, February 11 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Monday, March 4 
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
Monday, April 1 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Monday, May 6 
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
Monday, June 3 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Monday, July 1  
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
Monday, August 5 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

 2nd Monday, September 9 
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
Monday, October 7 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
 

Monday, November 4 
 

9:30 am 
 

Agriculture Building Board Room 
2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 

 
Monday, December 2 

 
9:30 am 

 
Agriculture Building Board Room 

2800 N. Lincoln, Oklahoma City, OK 
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OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
ADMINISTRATION STAFF – SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 

Monday, November 5, 2018 
 
 
Executive Director/Assistant Director/Programs Officers 
 
· Attended and made presentation at the National Association of State Conservation Agencies 

annual meeting in Syracuse, New York. 

· Worked with OACD to plan Area Meetings. 

· Met with OACD and the Oklahoma Council of Churches to discuss the Farm to Food Bank 
program. 

· Attended the OACD Executive Board meeting. 

· Attended the Pittsburg County Conservation District Bankers Award program. 

· Met with the Quapaw tribe to discuss formation of a tribal conservation district. 

· Participated in the OSU Dean’s Advisory Council. 

· Met with OTCAC to plan outreach meetings for 2019. 

· Participated in poultry council meetings. 

· Attended FPAC meeting in Norman. Participated in a panel discussion. 

· Attended OACD Area 1 meeting in Woodward. 

· Green is assuming the records management duties for the agency; researching requirements 
and updating information for the agency. 

· Compiling/updating new director binders 

· Posted District job vacancies on Indeed.com 

· Developed job description for Urban Soil Health Specialist in Oklahoma County. 

· Attended Okfuskee County Conservation District board meeting. 

· Made hotel reservations for staff, ordered supplies and paid agency bills. 

· Attended feral hog outreach meeting in Atoka, OK. 

· Vandever completed p-card and Concur travel training. 

· Provided training to new employees in Texas, Beaver, Osage and Logan County Conservation 
Districts. 

· Developed materials for Conservation District Long Range Planning process. 

· Notified districts and directors about the upcoming option period for benefits sign up. 

· Worked with ODAFF financial staff to complete requests from Dept of Interior to update 
indirect cost rate proposal. 

· Created Confirmation of Benefits statements for new employees. 

· Work with Dept of Agriculture Financial Management staff daily to process claims and bills 
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for agency operations.  

· Worked with ODAFF Human Resources staff to reconcile OPERS payments for September.   

· Logged district preclaim summaries data into Access; contacted districts with discrepancies.   

· Reconciled the AFLAC billing for agency and district employees. 

· Processed invoices. 

· Reviewed conservation district claims prior to processing. 

· Updated the Commission’s Agreements database and District Director’s database.  

· Prepared the Commission Meeting minutes from the previous regular scheduled meeting for 
review and approval  

· Finalized November Commission meeting packet: Prepared tentative meeting agenda; Out of 
State Travel exhibit; Agreements exhibit, Recommendations for Appointment exhibit, 
Administration Division Monthly Summary, Commissioner Travel Claims.  

· Compiled the tentative meeting packet for hard-copy and email distribution to Commission 
members and principal staff  

· Sent email Meeting Notice. 



OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
WATER QUALITY DIVISION  

SEPTEMBER MONTHLY SUMMARY 
Shanon Phillips, Director 

November 5, 2018 
 

 
Conservation District Meetings 
Staff attended North Fork of the Red River Conservation District Board meetings. 
 
 
Neosho River Basin Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
 
Staff conducted the following activities:  

• FY2019 Ranking cutoff of November 16, 2018 
 Currently 2 applications, 2 were cancelled or out of area 

• Illinois River riparian claims started and sent to conservation districts 
• 3 state agreements for riparian area exclusion 
• 5 active federal contracts 
• 8 cooperators are actively participating  
• Conducted 1 site visits this month to inspect completed BMPs  
• State funds paid to date:  $19,877 
• Federal funds paid to date  $38,321 
• Total claims paid to date:  $58,198 
• Cooperators Share:   $0 
• Federal funds obligated to date:   $391,835 
• State funds obligated to date:  $140,341 

 
Activities: 

• NRCS Programs Teleconference, 10/2 
 

Upcoming Events: 
• NRCS Team 16 meeting, Tahlequah, 10/29 
• Craig County Board meeting, Vinita, 11/7 
• Delaware County Board meeting, Jay, 11/12 
• Area 3 Meeting, 11/13 
• Ottawa County Board meeting, Miami, 11/14 
• Craig County Board meeting, Vinita, 12/5 
• Delaware County Board meeting, Jay, 12/10 
• Ottawa County Board meeting, Miami, 12/12 

 
 
Elk City Lake Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
 

• Monty Ramming is completing paper work on EQIP contracts  
• Continue to work on contacts  
• Monty and Jerry have been doing some field work 
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Blue Thumb October Report 
Blue Thumb Water Quality Education Program 
 Water Quality Division, Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
Report for Cheryl Cheadle, Candice Miller, Kim Shaw, Becky Zawalski, Jean Lemmon 
 
Compiled activity for September:  3042+ total people reached 
 
Ongoing activities: 

• Contacts with volunteers (bug sub-sampling and Quality Assurance sessions) 
• Redesign the new Blue Thumb phone app 

 
October activities: 

• Macroinvertebrate subsampling (bug picking) and QA sessions for volunteers 
• 10/2:  Blue Thumb Staff Meeting 
• 10/2: EPA End of Year Meeting 
• 10/11:  H2Oklahoma, Keystone State Park  (172 students) 
• 10/13:  Eastwoods Park education/creek clean-up day, Norman 
• 10/13:  Introduction to Blue Thumb, Stillwater 
• 10/15:  Friends of Blue Thumb meeting 
• 10/16:  Groundwater Screening, Weatherford  (38 samples, 5 volunteers) 
• 10/17:  Natural Resource Day, Lake Arcadia  (100 people) 
• 10/23-25:  EPA QAPP Training, Oklahoma City 
• 10/24:  Natural Resource Day, Craig Coungy 
• 10/27:  BooHaHa, Tulsa 
• 10/29:  Blue Thumb Stillwater Area Volunteer Get-Together 
• 10/30:  Natural Resource Day, Old Fort Reno 
• 10/31:  Natural Resource Day, Lake Arcadia 

 
November activities: 

• 11/1:  Natural Resource Day, Murray County 
• 11/2:  Area I Meeting, Woodward 
• 11/3:  Introduction to Blue Thumb, Tulsa 
• 11/3:  Lake Thunderbird Workshop and Cleanup Event, Norman 
• 11/4:  Blue Thumb Monitor Training, Tulsa 
• 11/5:  Area II Meeting, Oklahoma City 
• 11/6:  Area IV Meeting, Clinton 
• 11/8:  Bartlesville High School 
• 11/12:  University of Tulsa 
• 11/12:  STEM event, Duncan 
• 11/13:  Area III Meeting, Pryor/Choteau 
• 11/14:  Medford FFA 
• 11/15:  Area V Meeting, Idabel 
• 11/19:  Fish Identification, Oklahoma City University 
• 11/27:  STEM night, Stillwater 
• 11/29:  Groundwater Screening, Hinton 
• 11/29:  STEM night, Choteau Middle School 
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Management Staff 
 

•         Participated in the following meetings: 
1. EPA §319 Program End of Year review (10/02) 
2. Commission and Staff (10/08) 
3. KOB Fresh Paint Days event (10/10) 
4. Road Erosion project scoping (10/16) 
5. Auditors (10/17) 
6. OCLWA Board Meeting (10/18) 
7. EPA Region 6 Water Program Managers Workshop (10/23-10/25) 
8. Eucha-Spavinaw project (10/29) 
9. OMES IS (10/29) 
10. Water Quality projects scoping with USDA-NRCS (10/30) 
11. Soil Health program leadership (10/30) 
12. ODAFF Lab coordination (10/31) 

• Worked on numerous IT related issues 
• Responded to numerous internal and external info requests throughout the month 
 
 

Carbon/Soil Health Education Program 
 

• Farm to Food Bank coordination for planting and harvesting and gleaning 
• Soil Health Field Days: 

 
o Composting Conference Norman 
o Pontotoc Outdoor Classroom 423 students 
o Choctaw Nation Cowboy Plant ID 
o Natural Resource Day Oklahoma County 
o Pollinator Panel Discussion for 2018 Kirkpatrick Animal Conference 
o Set up Regional Colligate Soil Judging at OSU 
o Craig County Outdoor Classroom 
o Soil Health Oklahoma County home school group 
o H2O Oklahoma soils lesson 
o Muscogee-Creek Nation Cowboy Plant ID 
o Mayes County Outreach Meetings 
o Taught high school students at Noble for Soil’s portion of Envirothon 

 
 

• Attended the Oka Institute Meeting Oct 2nd and 3rd 
• Serve on the Steering committee for Okies for Monarchs 
• Serving on the Soil Health Curriculum Committee for Noble Research Institute 
• Continue to establish soil health classes and presentations throughout the state 
• Assisted several landowners/producers with questions about Soil Health Practices, principles, 

and how to implement them into their operation 
• General Admin/Timesheets/Leave Forms/Travel 
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Monitoring 
 

• Continued routine water quality monitoring for the Rotating Basin Project 3.4 (RBP 3.4) (Lower 
Arkansas, Lower North Canadian and Lower South Canadian Basins) cycle   

• Continued routine water quality monitoring  for the Rotating Basin Project – 2.4 (RBP 
2.4)(Upper Arkansas, Upper North Canadian, and Cimarron River Basins) cycle 

• Continued monthly water quality sampling at 5 stream sites in the Neosho River Basin 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) Project area and one site on West Elk 
Creek in the Elk City Lake RCPP Project area 

• Continued monthly water quality sampling at 3 stream sites in the Little Beaver Creek 
watershed in support of the Little Beaver NRCS National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) 

• Continued support for the monitoring of Holi-Tuska Creek in support of the New Spiro Lake 
Project in LeFlore County 

• Continued subsampling macroinvertebrate collections in preparation for identification by the 
contracted taxonomist 

• Completion of summer 2018 fish collections with habitat assessments on Rotating Basin 
Project – 3.4 (RBP 3.4) Lower Arkansas, Lower North Canadian, and Lower South Canadian.  

• Staff attended EPA Region 6 Quality Assurance Training 
 
 
Wetlands 
 
Staff conducted the following activities: 

•        Completed approximately 20 wetland determinations 
•        Continued field application of the Oklahoma Rapid Assessment Method (OKRAM) on riverine 

wetlands in Central Oklahoma 
•        Completed data analysis comparing vegetation metrics with OKRAM condition assessment 

scores, for sites assessed during the 2017 National Wetlands Condition Assessment (NWCA) 
intensification project 

• Attended a one-week NWCA R training workshop in Corvallis, Oregon 
• Attended three-day EPA Region 6 Quality Assurance Training in Oklahoma City 
• Continued project planning for a statewide application of the Restorable Wetlands Identification 

Protocol, a screening tool designed to identify wetland restoration opportunities 
• Received EPA approval of FY 2018 Restorable Wetlands Identification Protocol Project Quality 

Assurance Project Plan 
 
 
Technical Writing & Records Management  

Staff conducted the following activities: 
• Worked on various reports and written outputs in fulfillment of work plan deliverables 
• Fulfilled multiple information requests 
• Entered sampling information 
• Working to change database from Access to AWQMS 
• 10/1-5:  Pacific Northwest Wetland Condition Assessment Workshop, Corvallis, OR 
• 10/2:  EPA End of Year meeting 
• 10/3:  Field audits for monitoring staff 
• 10/9:  Database use for Blue Thumb phone app meeting 
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• 10/10:  Water Quality Standards meeting, OWRB 
• 10/23-25:  EPA QAPP Training, Oklahoma City 
• 10/25:  Field audits for remaining field staff 
 

Upcoming Events: 
• 11/5:  Area II Meeting 
• 11/6:  Area IV Meeting 
• 11/8:  Upper Washita Conservation District board meeting 
• 11/13:  Tribal Data Sharing meeting 
 

 
Environmental Projects Coordinator 
 

• Updated Locally Led Cost Share Report 
• Processed invoices and Requests for Acquisitions 
• Processed contracts 
• EPA §319 Program End of Year Review 

 
Submitted to EPA Region 6: 

• MBE-WBE Reports 
 
 
 



OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION & TECHNICAL SERVICES DIVISION 

MONTHLY SUMMARY
Mike Sharp, State Geographic Information Coordinator & Director

October, 2018

OGI & TS Activity

• Worked on various hardware and software support issues for OCC non-OMES computer
systems.

• Followed up on and provided assistance regarding OMES helpdesk tickets submitted by
OCC and District staff.

• Routine server, software and anti-virus and anti-spam maintenance on OGI computer
systems.

• Worked with various conservation districts on IT issues.

 Geographic Information System (GIS) Activity 

• Provided GIS services to AML, WQ, Conservation Programs and Administration.

Office of Geographic Information/State Geographic Information Council

• Worked on OKMaps servers, software and data. 
• Worked on compiling parcel data for statewide parcel data layer.
• Provided support to OKMaps users.
• Provided sonar mapping services to Bingham Sand & Gravel regarding the Lawyers and

Skelton Mines in Picher on October 10.
• Prepared minutes and agenda for the November GI Council meeting.
• Provided GIS assistance to the OK 911 Planning Authority.
• Gave presentation on OKMaps at the Oklahoma Public Safety Conference in Tulsa on

October 3.



 OKLAHOMA CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 ABANDONED MINE LAND DIVISION MONTHLY SUMMARY 
 Robert W. Toole, AML Program Director 

November 5, 2018 
 
AML Project Management 

 
Moore North (Rogers County) 

Construction contract was awarded on January 18, 2018, to Bruce Davis Construction, LLC, for 
$920,274.00.  The contract time is 435 days with a completion date of April 7, 2019.  Construction is 
proceeding on schedule. 

 
Pryor South (Muskogee County) 

Reclamation construction completed. Spring vegetation plan completed. Project site is being monitored 
for maintenance. 
 

Pryor (Muskogee County) 
Reclamation construction completed. Spring vegetation plan completed. Project site requires 
maintenance due to heavy rainfall. Maintenance plan prepared and pending dryer conditions. 

 
Sparks (Muskogee County) 

Reclamation construction completed. Spring vegetation plan completed. Project site requires 
maintenance due to heavy rainfall. Maintenance plan prepared and pending dryer conditions. 
 

Greer Phase 3 (Rogers County) 
Project site requires maintenance due to heavy rainfall. Maintenance contract has been awarded and is 
pending required documents. Spring vegetation plan has been prepared for implementation. Project site 
is being monitored.   
 

Selrahc (Haskell County) 
In-house design is completed. Project postponed for one year due to presence of American Burying 
Beetle (ABB). Construction in 2019 will be pending results of ABB survey in August 2019. 

 
Fowler (Haskell County) 

In-house design is completed. Project postponed for one year due to presence of American Burying 
Beetle (ABB). Construction in 2019 will be pending results of ABB survey in August 2019. 
 

Moore South (Rogers County) 
Construction contracting in progress. 

 
McMillin-Graf (LeFlore County) 

Authorization to Proceed (ATP) received from OSMRE. Contracting is in progress. Construction is 
scheduled for 2019. 
 

Cherokee West OSMRE Cooperative Project (Muskogee County) 
Cooperative Agreement received for $99, 170; surveys completed by OSMRE; Rights-of-Entry acquired 
by OCC-AML; design in progress by OCC-AML; ABB study completed by Cherokee Nation; project 
postponed for one year due to presence of American Burying Beetle. Construction in 2019 will be 
pending results of ABB survey in August 2019. 

 
McSpadden East (Rogers County) 

Project is ready for contracting in 2019 pending an American Burying Beetle survey in August 2019. 
 
 



Loudermilk Phase 1 (Rogers County) 
Realty is cleared; design pending selection of an A&E firm. 

 
Loudermilk Phase 2 (Rogers County) 

Realty is cleared; design pending selection of an A&E firm. 
 
Robson (Wagoner County) 

Realty is in progress; aerial and bathymetric surveys have been completed. Design pending realty and 
selection of A&E firm. 

 
Taloka Creek South (Haskell County) 

Design pending selection of A&E firm. 
 
West Chelsea Area (Rogers County) 

Project selections pending. 
 
Williams-Talala (Rogers County) 

Project selection pending completion of realty. 
 
Laney (Wagoner County) 
 Realty is in progress; assessment pending. 
 
Busby (Rogers County) 

Project selection pending. 
 
Ryan Williams (Rogers County) 

Project selection pending. 
 
Woytas (Rogers County) 

Project selection pending completion of realty. 
 
Johnny Patterson (Haskell County) 

Project selection pending. 
 
AML Administration 
 

• Underground mine mapping and inventory update:  on-going. 
• Surface mine assessments and inventory update:  Coal County Initiative on-going. 
• Digitized Problem Area boundaries from scanned quad maps. 
• Realty Research & Verification:  on-going. 
• Budget Management:  on-going. 
• Personnel Management:  on-going. 
• Equipment Management: on-going. 
• Operations Management: on-going. 
• Updated federal Abandoned Mine Land Inventory System. 
• Professional Development: Training schedule for 2019 has been released by OSMRE for the National 

Technical Training Program (NTTP) and the Technical Innovation and Professional Services (TIPS) 
courses.  AML staff will be scheduled as needed. 
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OKLAHOMA	CONSERVATION	COMMISSION	
CONSERVATION	PROGRAMS	DIVISION	

Tammy	Sawatzky,	Director	
November	5,	2018	

	
	

Administration	
• Reconciled	O&M	and	rehab	financial	records.	
• NRCS	agreement	management	for	remedial	repairs	and	new	construction.	
• Prepared	and	submitted	division’s	monthly	fleet	management	report.	
• Provided	training	to	Clancy	Green	and	Erin	Vandever	on	various	agency	operations.	
• Attended	NRCS	watershed	planning	&	design	meeting.	
• Attended	a	meeting	with	NRCS	staff	and	Arbuckle	CD	staff	to	discuss	repair	of	Caddo	Creek	

Site	21,	22,	23	and	25	that	were	damaged	by	the	landowner.	
• Claims	processed:	

	 #	of	
Claims	 Amount	

CPD	Administration	 18	 $390,130.60	
District	O&M	 11	 57,817.44	
District	Rehab	 2	 236,254.88	
	 TOTAL	 $684,202.88	

	
Operation	&	Maintenance		
 Technical,	administrative,	and	legal/easement	assistance	to	19	Conservation	Districts:	

Garvin	 Logan	County	 Jackson	County	
Arbuckle	 McClain	County	 Kiowa	County	
Konawa	 Jefferson	County	 Grady	County	
Pontotoc	County	 Stephens	County	 Washita	County	
Dewey	County	 Atoka	County	 Custer	County	
Deer	Creek	 Upper	Washita	 Adair	County	
Lincoln	County	 	 	

 Conducted	a	final	inspection	for	Duck	Creek	remedial	repairs	in	Kay	County	CD.	
 Attended	the	following	conservation	district	board	meetings:	Custer	County	
 Watershed	Technicians	and	Aides	used	their	skid	steers	to	assisted	the	following	

conservation	districts	to	perform	O&M:	
District	 Dam	

Logan	County	 Cottonwood	2	&	3	‐	brush	control,	repair	cattle	trails	
	

Watershed	Rehabilitation	
 NRCS	rehabilitation	agreement	management	
 Administrative,	technical	and	land	rights	assistance	to	

Sequoyah	County	–	Sallisaw	33		 Logan	County	–	Cottonwood	54	
Murray	County	–	Rock	15	and	16	 Town	of	Meeker	–	Quapaw	15	
City	of	Perry	–	Upper	Black	Bear	62	 NFRR	–	Upper	Elk	23D	
Washita	County	–	Turkey	9	 	

 Prepared	bid	package	to	rebid	Cottonwood	Creek	Site	54	and	submitted	it	to	Construction	
and	Properties.	The	site	showing	is	scheduled	for	November	27	and	the	bid	open	for	
December	11.	
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Cost‐Share	Program		
 Reviewed	Program	Year	19	monthly	reports	received	from	conservation	districts.	
 Provided	training	to	Grady	County	CD	staff.	
 Prepared	Cost	Share	Program	Year	18	Final	Report.	
 A	total	of	$512,680.40	of	CSPY	18	funds	has	been	certified	as	carry‐over	to	CSPY	19	for	81	
	 conservation	districts.	
 CSPY	18	funds	that	districts	were	not	allowed	to	carry	over	to	CSPY	19	were	made	available	
	 to	the	districts	that	have	spent	95%	or	more	of	their	Cost	Share	Program	allocation	for	the	
	 past	three	years.	Eighteen	districts	were	offered	the	opportunity	to	request	additional	funds.	
	 A	total	of	$195,000	was	allocated	to	11	districts,	funding	63	producers.	The	total	amount	
	 available	for	cost	share	in	PY	19	is	$2.5	million.	
 Assistance:		Provided	Cost‐Share	Program	assistance	to	22	Conservation	Districts:	

Garfield	County	 Greer	County	 Latimer	County	
Nowata	County	 Pittsburg	County	 Lincoln	County	
Caney	Valley	 Woodward	County	 McIntosh	County	
Haskell	County	 Jackson	County	 Seminole	County	
Payne	County	 South	Caddo	 Garvin	
Dewey	County	 Adair	County	 Ottawa	County	
Cotton	County	 Konawa	 Mayes	County	
East	Canadian	County	 	 	
	
#	of	

Claims	
#	of	Districts	 Claim	

Amount	
	 	

PY	19	 	 	
36	 21	 $77,894.07	 	 	

Brush	Management	 640.1	acres	 Pipeline	 3,187	lf	
Cover	Crop	 168	acres	 Pond	 10,188	cy	

Fence	 6,574	lf	 Pumping	Plant	 2	
Heavy	Use	Area	 502.4	acres	 Watering	Facility	 2	

	 	 Well	 7	
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